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REPORT OF the S.E.C. MEETING. 
Held at 8, Chenies Street Chambers, 
Tuesday, November 4™, 1 9 1 9* 


Members present: Mrs. Hughes-Jones, Mrs. Esslemont, Misses 
' P A,-niu Grav and Curry. 

This was the first meeting of the new committee and Mrs. 
Hughes Jones was again unanimously elected as chairman Mrs. 
Shefley has had to resign her membership as she is no longer 
b and we hope to fill the vacancy with a 1917 student, 

afat present there is no representative of any of the most recent 
years Miss Claxton is away from town also till the end of next 
L m ' but we decided not to fill her place until hearing where 
her next post will be. Students will be sorry to hear that the 
lanuary number of the Children’s Quarterly will be the last, as 
there are not sufficient funds with which to carry it on. Miss 
Curry reported on Scouting and resigned her position as chief 
scout captain, and Miss Kitching reported on the Bursary Fund, 
but as they are both writing letters for the Plant there is no need 
to say more about these matters here. It was also decided that 
the Scale How Mission Fund should this year be divided 
between Miss Janet Smyth and Miss G. Clendinnen who is work- 
ing in Birmingham and will be glad of help with her Girls’ Club. 
We are not at present any nearer to getting the Donatello Plaques 
for Scale How, but we hope to be able to report progress before 
long. 

The next meeting of the S.E.C. will probably take place in the 
early spring, when the chief business will be to arrange for the 
annual meeting of the Association. If any student has any sug- 
gestion to offer on this or any other matter will she kindly send 
it to some member of the committee before the end of March. 

Lilian Gray. 


SCALE HOW MISSION FUND. 

b p to December 1st this Fund had reached ^7 4s. 

- . has been decided this year to divide the amount between 
iss Smyth at the Girls’ School, Gayaza, Uganda, and Miss 
endinnen, who is doing splendid work among a difficult class 
0 ^ lr s at ^t. Aidans Mission House, Birmingham. 


peace memorial. 

ferencc l it > *u-* J ' V t ma 3 or * t y at the Easter Students’ Con- 

form of a R,? S deClde ? that the Peac€ Memorial should take the 
rs.iry to help some student with her training at Scale 


students’ 


book club 

0n ' V h “ an. Z 

The Fund will remain open until Mav 1st 
,nent of accounts will then appear in the Pia'nta. 20 ' 3 StatC - 

STUDENTS’ BOOK CLUB. 

Students may like to know that bv the time thU • 
two reading circles will have started on their rounds. As’stuS 
may have been waiting for more definite information, I should 
like to point out that it is not necessary to wait till ffie end of 
the year before joining I have already got the names of six 
members for the 7 hud Circle, and I shall be only too delighted 
to receive more names, but please send them in as soon as possible 
after the arrival ot the Pianta, so that the new Circle (if not 
circles) may be ready to start work on February 1st. 

The twelve members forming the first circle must be compli- 
mented on their energy and enthusiasm, for, before the October 
Pianta appeared with its change of plan in regard to the Book 
Club, they had already bought their books and had begun to 
read them. 

You will all be pleased to hear that Professor de Burgh has 
very kindly consented to suggest our course of reading for us, 
and the following is the list of books set for 1920: 

(a) Four Books on Russia. 

Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace: Russia. 

Prince Kropotkin . Russian Literature — Ideals and Realities 

(Duckworth). 

Tolstoi : Twenty-Three Tales (Frowde). 

Maurice Baring : The Russian People. 

( b ) Four Books on Greek Life. 

Bury : History of Greece. 

Gilbert Murray : The Rise of the Greek Epic. 

Adam : Religious Teachers of Greece. 

Jowett’s Translations of the Apology, Crtto and Phcedo f 

Plato (Clarendon Press. Small volume). 

( c ) Four Novels. 

Tolstoi : War and Peace. 

Meredith : Diana of the Crossways. 

T. Hardy : Far from the Madding Crowd. 

S. Butler : Erewhon. 

I* j. f nr me benefit of mem- 

l hen follows a short supplementary s j who may 

bers who have already read any of the books set, 
care to borrow one or two as substitutes. ms. 

Livingstone : The Greek Genius and what it 

Zimmern : The Greek Cotnffl orl 

Mazaryk : Russia. 

Tchekov : Russia. 
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. „-;ii nil agree that there is some good solid read- 

1 a ’u TO but as that was our aim in forming the Book 

Club^rfiope we will all make a point of following the course 

conscientiously. „ should prove to be more than we can 
If the - o month’s reading, I propose that we should read 

then perhaps we could include them in next year’s 

S’se "n order to finish them, but it would be really more satis. 

. n fin j_u them in one year if we can do so. 
fa S aM members please make a point of passing on their books 
on the first day of each month, otherwise the receiver is at a dis- 

^oTkmuarv ist, 1921. each book must be returned to its owner. 

Members will be glad, to hear that there will be no examina- 
tion on the books at the end of the year; but essays are invited 
on anv book or subject set, and our generous Editor has promised 
to insert the best in some number of the Pianta. 

1/ t a xr'rrwt 


A VISIT TO THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 


At the last students’ meeting Miss Bernau very kindly offered to 
take a party to the British Museum to point out things men- 
tioned in that part of The British Museum for Children which 
we are reading this term. 

On Saturday, November 22nd, we met in the entrance hall at 
2.30; those present being Misses Bernau, Flewker, Lambert, 
Haggie, Evans, and McLeod and one of the teachers from a 
London Elementary School working in the P.U.S. 

We started at the manuscript room where we saw the oldest 
poem in the English language, Beowulf. It was in wonderful 
condition, evidently having been originally in book form, not a 
scroll, and the leaves, which were only a little frayed at the edges; 
were remounted. In the octagonal case in the centre of the room 
we saw Bede’s Ecclesiastical History and the Anglo Saxon 
Chronicle. Here we could not resist peeping at a manuscript 
vhich told of brave deeds, but of heroes who have lived — we are 
proud to say — within our memory, the wonderfully neat diary 

or Captain Scott, open at the last entry which evervone knows 
so well. J 


From the Manuscript Room we passed to the Early Iron Age 
oom. Here was enough to keep us interested for a long while. 
in chronological order we should have started on the 
° T be room, but the term’s work lay mostly on the right 
wh * . was so much to see that it was difficult to know 

which u f i°i 0Se ’ , but Mlss Bernau pointed out objects of interest 
Cenf«r&r l w nake eaS> ' but effective drawings for The Booh of 
so often t ,.\ sa -.r €ral drinkin g' horns which are mentioned 

swords dromvpH f acs imile of Alfred’s jewel, wonderful 

sw ords dropped doubtless by some brave Viking in a struggle 


VISII TO A R.A.M C 

,c - Research HUT 

with one of our ancestors. Some of the=« , 19 

state of preservation others sadly eaten awT? 3re in a good 
quite distressing to think that all these IhintrV w y T St ' was 
places we knew so well and yet We had M u dug U P from 

fortune to find them. * We had nev *r had the good 

Franks Casket — named after the 
Frankish origin— is beautifully carved Ind wl n0t ° f 

recognize the various subjects which £ t0 

wonderful drawing in the illuminated iLnuscriotstTeT WUh . the 

“B” (mentioned in The British ZsZn for ChilZ* 
magnificent and the colour and gold perfectly preserved'™ WM 

Having finished the term’s work, we chose' to go to the Graeco 
Roman room, where everything was so thrilling it would Take 
pages to give any idea what we saw. 

We went quickly through one of the prehistoric rooms where 
we saw the conglomerate found on the floor of one of the 
Dordogne caves, and also seme wonderful Stone Age treasures— 
amongst others, the first flint found in Gray’s Inn Road, which 
inspired men to learn more about the habits of our ancestors. 

Going round the British Museum with one who is so well 
versed in all its treasures makes the visit doubly interesting. We 
are all apt to choose the less interesting objects for inspection, 
passing over those which go to make history live. We feel most 
indebted to Miss Bernau for the real treat which she gave us, 
and hope that we may again be privileged to receive help on 
future occasions. 

H. N. McLeod. 

NOTES ON A VISIT TO THE R.A.M.C. 
ENTOMOLOGICAL RESEARCH HUT, 
RICHBOROUGH, JULY 2 ND, I919. 

We paid a somewhat hurried but most interesting visit to the 
Entomological Laboratory this afternoon, being shown over t lie 
hut and introduced to the wonderful work going" on, > 

Bug’s. ” . ,. 

The hut is divided into (i) the main lab ° rato J 
along each side well lit by big windows; (2) a lobbies; 

(3) a section room; (4) a dark room and several small lobb^s, 

the whole being provided with electric P 0 ''*- ‘ 0 ff (C ers in 

special radiators to produce the heat : requirec I byjhe 
charge for their work. Outside were m e w jj at appeared 
cular in shape, used for breeding mosqui c ’ . etc The work 
hke a louvred shelter for thermometer, . * e spread a good 

carried on here deals with mosquitoes x \ u , Rj c hborough mili- 
^ e al of malaria in the past three > ears : n terest too. There are 
tar y area, but this work is of vv° r [ • England, Anopheline 

three kinds of malarial mosquitoes \ nop heline Theobaldi, tie 
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. the smallest and rarest. First of all we were 

last named being kind; there were two little dishes con- 

shown eggs of , ‘ water from tree pools. These eggs were 

taming b,OWI L capt ured in Epping Forest by a man who 
laid by ™° S( I U , . d sent t he live mosquitoes down to 

offered human It was the first time breed- 

Rl had° U lSn carried on under observation. We saw the egg s 
binocular microscope (150 magmf.) and they were diamond 
* with a transparent membranous float all round the 
This float serves to keep the egg on the surface of the 
The Anopheline Theobaldi are distinguished from the 


mg 


bzern'c Zp^with'a'transparent membranous float all round the 
JOZeil^C 3 r „ , ^cror HH thft SUrfaCft of 

\ozengt 

other"' two^Anop heline by this float, for in those cases the float 
does not continue round either end of the diamond. 

It is quite possible to tell a malarial mosquito with the naked 
eve by observing the comparative lengths of the proboscis and 
palp®' The malarial mosquitoes have probosces and palps of 
nearly equal length, which is about the length of the abdomen. 
The other mosquitoes have short palps and the latest theory is 
that these shorter palps are merely olfactory organs and that the 
others have the sense of touch. A difficult theory to prove ! The 
male mosquitoes have feathered antennae whilst the female have 
plain ones. The males are only in evidence two months of the 
year. 

The Anopheline Maculipennis have spotted wings as the name 
implies. The spotted or striped legged mosquitoes are not malarial 
though the bites are of the worst. 

In the breeding room, we saw mosquitoes in cases with gauze 
sides slightly darkened, and “ O.C. Bugs ” pointed out that 
malarial mosquitoes rest with the head lower (i.e. nearer the sur- 
face on which they rest) than the thorax and abdomen, whilst the 
non-malarial mosquitoes keep all parts parallel with the surface 
on which they rest. He had various dishes in which he was 
experimenting in provision of different foods for the mosquito 
grubs. Incidentally there was a variety of water beasts to be 
seen in these dishes, cyclops, small Crustacea, water boatmen, 
snails, dragon-fly grubs, etc., and also a variety of duckweed, 
pondweeds, etc. A second officer, whose particular branch 
of science was botany, was in charge of these departments. 

1 he breeding experiments in the outside tanks were much 
more successful than those carried on indoors — more natural sur- 
roundings, I suppose. 

The botanical officer experimented to find plants which had ill 
\ e< : 5 s a P on n ] osc l u ito grubs. Amongst many other things he tried 
zo a h Kuloides, and thought it had no effect on the grubs. The 
mosquito officer calls this plant a fern, but I do not think it is 
* ?? an y° ne say what it is? It has pretty red leaves, and 

* T U Fi lt: left on the tan ks as it pleased his artistic 

4.* ’ a € y (govern ber) he has discovered that given a longer 

mosnn?trt rCAV mu* l?^ ant affect the water unfavourably f° r 

7"* 1 ,. Th ' s drover, may be of great importance, 
ment for VO °™' the c Mef thing was a marvellous instru- 

•' mg microscopic sections 1 /2500th part of an inch 
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in thickness! The mosquito to be Oir 1 21 

and passed through various strengths' WirZ**- pk< i ed in alcohol 
from that into an essential oil like r«? nr ? m “ weight ” 
paraffin which, in the course of two davs U snl^rr then into 
cess was beyond my comprehension, but electrical h d ‘ This P ro ' 
an d the result was a mosquito embedded 1 h ? , Was used 
looking just like white wax. The block 1 b ,°. ck ° Paraffin 

machine’’ and the slices cameofftl^^^ ln . the “^cing 
had to be very gently lifted away with two" r . ,bbon which 

Then .0 finish the prepara^™” TseS IhT nTt" ■ 
removed entirely by the use of a certain chemical (TSfcS w 

usual way" 31 "* ’ “ iS coloured and 

In the same room they, were preparing electrical apparatus to 
experiment in the destruction of mosquito grubs in dvkes bv hmh 
voltage current. ' y * 

In the main laboratory there was another wonderful machine 
run electrically for spinning test tubes centrifugally ; it is used 
here chiefly for studying the blood of malarial patients by separat- 
ing the red blood corpuscles from the serum. 

Photography plays its part in records of live mosquitoes, hence 
the dark room. 

Fleas are also under observation now at the Richborough Re- 
search Hut, and numerous R.A.M.C. officers come down for 
courses of a few weeks, particularly before going abroad to mos- 
quito haunts. The mosquito officer has studied them in East 
Africa, U.S.A., and other places, starting directly he left Cam- 
bridge with research work. I hope there are no inaccuracies in 
the report, hut it is quite possible there may be. 

Olive CoorF.R. 

LETTERS. 

Scale How. 

Dear Old Students, 

This term has been full of incident. Professor cte Burgh 
came on November 8th, and his. visit passed V u 1 1 * ‘ 

inspection of handicrafts, gymnasium, dancing, e ■i., n 
tion final crits. On Tuesday, after a most enjoyabl 
room evening, Mr. de Burgh gave us a s o 1 country 
told us what a pleasure it was to him o ‘ poss ible to 

in the winter. In these days vvhei v Croat's to Land’s 

travel round the coast of England from J° n found it the best 
End in a bath-chair on an esplanade, , y ho felt 

policv to go to the sea in winter cin \ the lake 

sure that the winter was the best time of year 
country. , , menpcting was a most 

Mr. de Burgh said that the wot ' . word “ inspection ” 

Pleasurable rest from that of teachug- by the “ contem- 

ioiplies something of what 'IJ* t u iev considered attain- 

plative life,” the highest form of m . „ , ok into” the good 
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” orh lesson given and in each person, to find what was there, 
,n each lesson g There afe two po ,nts of view from which 

I10t W ^rd Examinations and Mr. de Burgh’s attitude represents 
t0 S f Ehem He went on to give us some interesting personal 
one of thei . . and told us how important it is to 

TZ nC Z £ £ ot charge to sustain their interests anS 
f d . u «‘ activity. He reminded us how great is the tempta- 
; nu ' l . h ;‘ h comes to many men and women of neglecting the 
intellectual life in the duties of family or business. He thought 
thit we as a body were especially qualified to arm our pupils 
" „ inst the time when excess of occupation causes women to 
cease reading and thinking. If we could so arm them there 
would be fewer middle-aged women in the future, there was 
no reason he said, why all life should not be that “ harmonic 
progression,” that continuous peaceful development which the 
Greeks loved and which education can ensure. 

The week after Mr. de Burgh left us we had the All Hallow 
E’en entertainment. We played All Hallow E’en games for an 
hour, converting the class-room floor into standing pools of 
water, with various versions of “bob apple.” After supper the 
seniors acted a skit on “The Mikado,” bringing in topical words 
on college and monitress duties to the old tunes. “ Scitti Hoo,” 
a Japanese P.N.E.U. College, was that very day to be inspected 
by a professor from Scale How, and, in the class-room before 
breakfast, the unfortunate staff and students were going over 
lessons and complaining of their woes. Miss Moffatt was once 
more “ Koko, ” the gymnasium specialist of the College, and 
gave a spirited drill class to the Japanese inmates of the College, 
introducing strange perverted exercises. Miss Wakefield (music 
monitress) took the students for a Japanese solfa erit. and the 
S.M. as the “ Dikamo ” (principal of the College) sang a song 
fitting punishments to various teaching crimes. 

This was the first of a series of entertainments. The follow- 
ing week it fell to the Juniors to entertain the household. They 
did so most effectively with an hour’s varied performance. After 
a scene from Ian Hay’s “ A Safety Match ” (in which Miss 
\\ alker made an admirable flapper and Miss Roger a truly 
intimidating waiter) we were given some most beautifully staged 
a eaux. I he subjects were taken from Greek mythology. Two 
p. (, . us . ' r ' ni Pickwick followed — Mr. Tupman’s proposal and Mr. 
P'V- *'^ ,sa d venture in the bedroom of a strange lady. Mr. 

k "wu < (Miss Rartram) was true to life. The performance of 
n i S . V. ( ,’ n ’ reei tra £edy and the singing of some carols com- 
__ , - f P ro f? rar nme. the carol singers were outside the class- 


room 


. ™ singers 

l>eintifi 1° °'i antl , were accompanied by a violin— the effect was 
beautiful an d made u s bag f Qr Christmas. 

house E!i' p 11 *" 11 are bus y at Fairfield, converting the present 
dren will v.- 1 *" ° ne next . door into a connected whole. The chil- 
room whereEi extra s 'tting-rooms and a good basemeift play- 
EeTd L Z™ |el “« «*«•»>. The College, no less then 
' ' e sad at the loss of Miss Millar. They wish her 
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overv happiness in her life awav f„, A , 23 

f:Xu UM ' ' <) ' 9) is comins ba * - 

ocSions. On Thursday theThild™^%arty ToSk’pl*” 0 Rrea ’ 
Saturday was the fancy dress party \\ tbp fr P Ce r and on 
'.cted two plays for us, “ Vi ce Versa ” f f I T ler Fairfield 
I, II, HI and IV > and scenes from “ Vanitv' FbC’EE Classes 
Class V. Dorothy Lancaster made a Sfying 
stone in cap and gown and Molly Gedge an excellent Mr BuUi' 
tude at home. Mr. Bultitude at school was splendidly acted and 
the whole scene in the boys’ school .. 


was a most spirited affair. 


The acting of Class V was excellent too. Olive Marchineton 
was Mrs. Bute-Crawley, and Sheila Fullerton old Miss Crawlev 
We all had tea in the dining-room, and at a quarter to six the 
seniors acted an “Arabian Night.” The first scene was a boat 
at sea; it was night and the boat and sailors were fitfully lighted 
up by flashes of lightning. The ship was wrecked after a 
stormy course and in the following scene the sailors were seen 
crawling on to dry land through the class-room window. They 
were gorgeously dressed in scraps from the never-failing “barn.” 
On the desert island the sailors found some nets and they set 
to work fishing. Throwing the nets outside the class-room win- 
dow, they brought in two hauls of rubbish and at the third cast 
landed a brass bottle. Needless to say, when the bottle was 
opened, a Jinnee appeared in a vivid blue smoke and threatened 
the sailors with death. At the end of the scene the Jinnee granted 
the sailors three wishes, and at their request a hidden treasure 
was revealed to them in a ship’s chest (the S.M.’s “ coffin ”). In 
the chest were the Christmas presents for the children from Miss 
Mason and the Jinnee conjured each girl in turn into his presence 
for her gift. Before he finally disappeared the Jinnee produced 
a boat for the lucky sailors and all lived happy ever after . 

We had some interesting crits. this term, from which we 

learnt the following facts : . . . , 

(1) It is well in teaching languages to give occasional rea 
“ grind ” lessons on grammar. Children enjoy t em a - 
help the usual lesson of reading and narrating. , arra w must 

“ofCcr.fTave g oo d work ton , . 

Jo any more than they are expected to do or knov . 

tb an they are expected to know.” nrinriole of pleasure ” 

(3) In every lesson “the grand elemenc p a nd the 

(Wordsworth) should be present in the children 

teacher should take part in the pleasure. 

(4) (After an English History lessory. emo tions of pity 

The aim of Greek tragedy was o . e erno tions— pity. 

ai ]d fear. Our history lessons mu- ‘ history teaching. 

^miration, etc., without this it not 
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, svmuathv. Let not the teacher’s sympathy 

Sympathy ate y 1 d J ss< ' Guard against inertia and be alert, 
be below that thoughts must be given in each lesson 

on the cjtu vt • - that thev are given. In P.N.E.U. 

and the tear ier yy -® ms to have less to do than elsewhere; 
schoolrooms • w hich she has to do is done well. YVe 

^nof" !o do nothing because the chi.dten do the 

W< tcW Plutarch’s Lives). Make each lesson a true lesson in 
citizenship by giving modern instances of old problems and bring- 
ing all into touch with the class. ... , . 

f6) Be sure that each child in a class has ner own book. 
We can always tell when each child has her own for she spells 
well The teacher should net borrow a child’s book in class, she 
should prepare her work and do without a book. She would 
be more alert and- free to pass on her feelings to the class. 
The upshot of this criticism was the decree that henceforth the 
student giving a reading and narration crit. must do without 
a book, and we have since had two excellent ones where this was 
done. 

The decoration of the class-room at the dance on Saturday 
surpassed everyone's highest expectation. The room was like 
a book of fairy stories — a witches’ cave in which the class-room 
fire burned red, a corner of snow and ice, a woodland scene and 
countless other delights were made ready for us, and the juniors 
themselves were mostly characters from fairy stories. The dining- 
room, with the tables arranged as they were on Conference Sun- 
day, were beautifully decorated by the Pros. Miss Mason came 
in to supper and when it was over some of the students were 
called on for speeches. 

As 1 write this the sounds of hammering come from the 
verandah. We have practical witness that our hours at Scale 
How are few. We wish our successors and especially Miss 
Peacey and Miss Roger (the new S.M. and J.M.) a very happy 
and successful senior year. 

Yours for the last time, 

The Present Seniors. 

House of Education, 

~ ^ Ambleside, 

Dear Editor, 

We are revising our students’ list and as salaries are changing 
so 1 should be very grateful if every student would let me know 
her present salary by January 31st. 

Yours, etc., 

E. Kitching (Secretary). 
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